HIST 308                 Canadian History                 Spring 2004

Professor Arthur L. Johnson

Satterlee 327   SUNY Potsdam    tel: 267-2557                                  email: johnsoal@potsdam.edu

Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday 1:45-2:15

Most Americans know almost nothing about Canada.  This is least excusable in border states like New York and especially here in the north where Canadian TV and radio are readily available.  Often ignored in Washington, Canada is our largest trading partner.  Its  parliamentary federal system and its proximity to the United States make it an excellent subject for comparative studies.  Its dual culture makes it a fascinating study in contrasts.  This is mainly a lecture course with discussion welcome at any point.
Texts
Wayne Thompson,  Canada 2003  (Stryker-Post)

J. M. Bumsted,  A History of the Canadian Peoples (Toronto: Oxford, 1998)

Examinations &  Written Assignment

There will be a quiz on Canadian geography on Thursday Feb. 12.
There will be three short answer and essay exams.  The first is on Thursday, Feb. 26.  The second is on Thursday, Apr. 8.  The final exam,  May 14, 10:15 in 142 Flagg Hall, concentrates on the last third of the course but may contain a review question or two.  There will be a paper (see page 3).

Grade weights

Geography quiz: 10%,  first exam: 20%, second exam: 20 %, term paper: 25%,  final exam: 25%.  See p. 3 on grades.
Attendance  is expected at all classes.  More than two unexcused absences is unsatisfactory and will cost two percentage points for each absence.

Canadian Radio and TV
CBC Radio is at 103.3 on the FM dial, with hourly news broadcasts.  There are two TV channels:  CBCTV is channel 4 and CTV is channel 10 (13 on cable).

CBCTV has occasional documentaries and a good news broadcast at 10 p.m.  It also carries satirical shows such as "The Royal Canadian Air Farce,"  "This Hour has 22 Minutes,"  and the “Red Green Show.”

Crumb Library carries the Canadian newsmagazine, Maclean's  as well as the Canadian Historical Review  and The American Review of Canadian Studies.
Lectures and Readings by the Week  
1.   The Land and the Natives

      Thompson, pp 1-29, Bumsted, chapter 1

2.    New France: Empire of the Beaver

     Thompson, pp30-41

       Bumsted,   chapter 2

3.    The British Conquest and British North America

       Bumsted, chapter 3

4.    Development and the War of 1812

       Bumsted, chapter 3
5.    Rebellion, reform and Home Rule

       Bumsted, chapters 4 & 5.   Thompson,  pp 41-50

6.    Autonomy and Federation:  Building Canada

       Bumsted,  chapter 5

7.    From Sea to Sea:  Canada’s ‘Manifest Destiny’

       Bumsted, chapter 6

8.    Sectarian Struggles and the Emergence of Laurier

       Bumsted, chapter 7

9.    Laurier, Borden and the Great War

       Bumsted,  chapter 7

10.  Canadian Independence and Canadian Arts

       Bumsted, chapter 8   

11.  The Depression and World War II

       Bumsted, chapter  8

12.  Cold War and the Shadow of Uncle Sam

        Bumsted, chapter 9.  Finish the Thompson book.

13.  Quebec in Transition, Trudeau in Power

       Bumsted, chapter 10, 11

14.   Canada in the Modern World

       Bumsted, Chapters 12 & 13

Canadian History Term Paper

Students will be expected to research and write a fully documented paper of eight to ten pages of text on some aspect of Canadian history.  The topic should be cleared with me on or before the spring break (March 12).  Before you decide on a topic, find at least three sources on it accessible to you. 

As to format, see the attached “History Papers.” 

Each source cited in your paper must have an author, city, and year of publication.  Citations to internet addresses are insufficient.
Papers will be due on May 4.  Late papers will lose a grade and no paper will be accepted after May 11.

Many students have paperphobia.  Some even avoid courses that require a paper.  This is unfortunate and needless.  I will be happy to work with you individually in choosing a topic, researching and writing.  The thing is to start early.  If you delay until April there may not be time to get much help.

Translation of Final Percentages to Point Grades

90-100=4.0

87-79=3.7

83-86=3.3

80-82=3.0

77-79=2.7

73-76=2.3

70-72=2.0----For “pass” grade this level is mandatory.

67-69=1.7

63-66=1.3

60-62=1.0

00-59=0.0

Incompletes are given only when a student is prevented from completing a course by circumstances  beyond his control, in which case the course must be completed by the end of the following semester. 
1
4

