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Instructors: Dominique Brégent-Heald and Ben Grob-Fitzgibbon

Spring 2004

Carr 135 MW 2:20 pm-3:35 pm 
Office Hours: By appointment only

Contact Information: gb8@duke.edu and bjf6@duke.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course explores the historical, political, cultural, and social aspects of North American intra- and inter-national relations.  Since most students have little or no previous knowledge of Canada or Mexico, but all students come to the class with a basic knowledge of U.S. history and institutions, we will focus on providing students with an overview of Canadian and Mexican history and their institutions.  The course is organized chronologically, from colonial period to the present.  ‘Unit One’ surveys the history of North America from colonization through the period of nation-state building in Canada, Mexico, and the USA.  ‘Unit Two’ concentrates on key moments of interaction between the three countries of North America during the 19th and 20th centuries.  ‘Unit Three’ considers contemporary North American issues: NAFTA and trans-border investment and trade, the illicit trade in drugs and other contraband, migration patterns, trilateral environmental problems, hopes and fears about cultural convergence within North America, and problems of North American security. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the end of this course, you should be able to…

· Recognize and identify key persons, institutions, themes, and events in North American history.

· Demonstrate an awareness of the diversity of cultures beyond the borders of the United States.

· Analyze differences and similarities between your own and other cultures that affect perceptions, beliefs, and behaviors.  

· Apply a historical perspective to contemporary issues in North American studies.

· Construct well-written essays using basic academic writing conventions.

REQUIRED READINGS:

Dirk Raat, Mexico and the United States: Ambivalent Vistas (Second Edition, 1992)

John Herd Thompson and Stephen J. Randall, Canada and the United States: Ambivalent Allies (Second Edition 1997) 

Additional required readings are indicated in the schedule and are available through E-Reserves. 

Course Format:

Learning is not a spectator sport.  Less is learned by passively sitting in class listening, memorizing, and regurgitating the information than by talking, writing, and applying what you are learning.  With this goal in mind, students are expected to complete the readings before coming to class so that we will be able to discuss them.  Although this course is primarily lecture-based, we will also designate 15-20 minutes at the end of each lecture for group discussion.

ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION: 
· Midterm (25 %) An in-class exam based on I.D.s and short answers. The midterm will be taken at the end of Unit One, February 16, 2004  

· Two Papers (25% each for a total of 50 %): Each paper must be a 5-7 page typed essay and correspond to one of the units outlined in the course schedule below.  Paper #1 is due at the end of Unit Two, March 24, 2004.  Paper #2 is due at the end of Unit Three, April 21, 2004.  Stay tuned for more details… 

· Final Exam (25 %): A cumulative take-home exam, essay based, handed out the last day of class.
Grading Scale:  

	A+: 97-100%
	A: 93-96%
	A-: 90-92%

	B+: 87-89%
	B: 83-86%
	B-: 80-82%

	C+: 77-79%
	C: 73-76%
	C-: 70-72%

	D+: 67-69%
	D: 63-66%
	D-: 60-62%


Class Policies:

· One of the keys to your success is attendance and participation. You are expected to be in your seat on time every day. Since questions on essays and exams will be drawn heavily from lectures, discussions, and activities, it is in your best interest to attend class. Borderline students will be given the benefit of the doubt with excellent attendance. 

· Papers are due at the beginning of class on the days specified. Late work will be accepted only with a Dean’s excuse.  Students that hand in a late paper will be docked one letter grade per late day.  Students that fail to hand in a paper at all will receive a 0.  Students missing an exam with a Dean’s excuse will be permitted to make-up the missed exam at a later date. Students missing an exam without an acceptable excuse will receive an automatic 0 on the exam missed. 

· Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities at 684-5917 or disabilities@aas.duke.edu as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

TENTATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE: 

This syllabus is a ‘work in progress’.  Changes to the lecture schedule and readings will appear in Blackboard.  Please check the site frequently! 

UNIT ONE

WEEK 1

January 7: Introduction: Imagining North America (Dominique and Ben)

READING: 

· Robert L. Earle and John D. Wirth, “Introduction,” in Identities in North America: The Search for Community, Robert L. Earle and John D. Wirth, eds. (Stanford: Stanford UP, 1995), pp. 1-10 
WEEK 2

January 12: The Geography of North America (Dominique)

READING:

· Raat, Ch. 2 “Space/Time in the Tierra de la Mexica,” pp. 12-37

· David Demeritt, “Nature, Environment, and Cultures of Nature in North America,” in Frederick Boal and Stephen A. Royle, eds. North America: A Geographical Mosaic (London: Oxford UP, 1999), pp. 37-56

January 14: The Old World and the New (Ben)

READING:

· William M. Denevan, “The Pristine Myth: The Landscape of the Americas in 1492,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Vol. 82, No.3, pp.369-385

· Gary B. Nash, “Before Columbus,” and “Europeans Reach North America,” Chapters 1 and 2 in Red, White and Black: The Peoples of Early North America, fourth edition (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000, pp.7-53.

WEEK 3

January 19: NO CLASS—Martin Luther King, Jr., Day

January 21: The Colonial Encounter (Dominique)

READING:

· Neal Salisbury, “The Indians Old World: Native Americans and the Coming of Europeans," William and Mary Quarterly 53(1996):435-58. 

WEEK 4

January 26: Wars of Empire (Ben)

READING:

· Gary N. Nash, “Wars of Empire and Indian Strategies for Survival,” and “The Seven Years War and Its Aftermath,” Chapters 9 and 10 in Red, White, and Black, pp. 223-269

January 28: Colonial North America and the American Revolution (Dominique)

READING:

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 1, “A Revolution Repeatedly Rejected, 1774-1871,” pp. 9-40

WEEK 5

February 2: Political Institutions of the New Nations (Ben)

READING:

· TBA

February 4: Nations Solidified: The War of 1812 and the Mexican War of Independence (Ben)

READING: 

· Desmond Morton, Ch.3, “The British Empire,” A Military History of Canada: From Chaplain to Kosovo, fourth edition (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart Inc., 1999), pp. 41-84

· Raat, Ch. 3, “Up and Down from Colonialism,”pp.38-54

WEEK 6

February 9: Trouble on the Borders: Canada-U.S. Border Disputes, the Oregon Dispute, and the U.S-Mexican War (Ben)

READING: 

· Raat, Ch. 4, “Texas and a Collision of Cultures,” pp. 55-78.

February 11: The American Civil War, the French Intervention, and Canadian Confederation (Ben)

READING: 

· W.L. Morton, “British North America and a Continent in Dissolution, 1861-71,” History, Vol. 47, No. 2 (1962), pp. 139-156.

UNIT TWO

WEEK 7

February 16: *MID-TERM*

February 18: Development of Nations 1867-1910 (Ben)

READING: 

· Raat, Ch. 5, “From Pueblo to Global Village,” pp. 79-101.

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 2, “Canada in the Shadow of Industrial America, 1871-1903,” pp. 41-69

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 3, “Beginning a Bilateral Relationship, 1903-1919,” pp. 70-98

WEEK 8

February 23: From Modernity to Revolution: Mexico, 1910-1920 (Dominique)

READING:

· Raat, Ch. 6, “The Mexican Revolution in the United States,” pp. 102-125

· Claire Fox, “U.S.-Mexico Border Conflict in U.S. Popular Culture: Recodifications of the Revolution and the Porfiriato,” in The Fence and the River (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999), pp. 69-95

February 25: World War I (Ben)

READING:

· Desmond Morton, Ch. 4, “The Great War,” A Military History of Canada, pp. 130-172.

WEEK 9

March 1: Mexican Cultural Identity: The 1920s (Dominique)

READING:

· Raat, Ch. 7, “Soldiers, Priests, and Lords of Land and Industry,” pp. 126-147

· Thomas C. Wright (1987), “Discovering Mexico: The United States Expatriates of the 1920’s,” in ReArtes: Liberales 13(2): 1-22

March 3: Hemispheric Relations during the 1920s and 1930s (Dominique)

READING:

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 4, “The New Era, 1919-1930,” pp. 99-126

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 5, “Acquaintance to Alliance, 1930-1941,” pp. 127-155

WEEK 10

March 8:   NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK

March 10: NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK

WEEK 11

March 15: WWII—Political and Military Considerations (Ben)

READING: 

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 6, “World War to Cold War, 1941-1947,” pp. 156-183

· Desmond Morton, Ch. 5, “The World War,” pp. 173-224

March 17: Good Neighbors? Intercultural Relations and World War II (Dominique)

READING:

Seth Fein, "Transnationalization and Cultural Collaboration," Studies in Latin American Popular Culture 1998 17:105-128

Available In Academic Search Elite through EBSCOhost, 1990-
WEEK 12

March 22: Canadian-U.S. Relations in the Postwar World: Cultural Nationalism (Dominique)

READING:

· Paul Litt, “Massey Commission, Americanization, and Canadian Cultural Nationalism,” in Queen’s Quarterly Summer 1991, 98(2): 375-87

March 24: The Cold War (Ben)

READING: 

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 7, “Canada in the New American Empire, 1947-1960,” pp. 184-213

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 8, “The Moose That Roared, 1960-1968,” pp. 214-233.

*PAPER DUE IN-CLASS*  

UNIT THREE

WEEK 13

March 29: U.S.-Canadian Relations in the Trudeau Era (Dominique) 

READING: 

· Thompson/Randall, Ch. 9, “The Ambivalent Ally,” pp. 244-273

· Donald Macintosh, et. al., “Trudeau, Taiwan, and the 1976 Montreal Olympics,” in American Review of Canadian Studies 1991 21(4): 423-448

March 31: Aztlán: Mythic Chicano Homeland and Chicanismo (Dominique)

READING:

· Raat, Ch. 9, “Mexamerica,” pp. 173-195

· Daniel Cooper Alarcón, “Toward a new Understanding of Aztlán and Chicano Cultural Identity,” in The Aztec Palimpsest (1997): 3-35

WEEK 14

April 5: CUFTA and NAFTA—Origins and Institutions (Ben)

READING:

· Thompson/Randall, “Republicans and Tories, 1984-1993,” pp. 274-296.

· Raat, Epilogue, “The Rediscovery of Mexico,” pp. 196-205

April 7: Consequences of NAFTA and Globalization: North American Integration or U.S. Cultural Imperialism? (Dominique)

READING:

· Claire Fox, “Cultural Exemptions, Cultural Solutions,” in Fence and the River (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999), pp. 15-39

WEEK 15

April 12: Contemporary Issues: Immigration and Language (Ben)

READING:

· TBA

April 14: Contemporary Issues: Drugs and Security Issues (Ben)

READING:

· TBA

WEEK 16

April 19: Contemporary Issues: The Environment and Indigenous Peoples (Dominique)

READING:

· Alexander Wilson, “Nature Education and Promotion,” in The Culture of Nature (Toronto: Between the Lines, 1991), pp. 53-87

· Jack Forbes, “Indigenous Americans: Spirituality and Ecos,” in Daedalus Fall 2001, 130(4): 283-? Available In ProQuest Direct, 1988-
April 21: Contemporary Issues: North American Stereotypes in Popular Culture (Dominique)

READING:

· Christopher Gittings, “Imaging Canada: The Singing Mountie and Other Commodifications of Nation,” in Australian-Canadian Studies, 1998, 23(4):83-97

· Paul Rich and Guillermo De Los Reyes, “Mexican Caricature and the Politics of Popular Culture,” in Journal of Popular Culture Summer 1996, 30(1): 133-146

Available In ProQuest Direct, 1995-
*PAPER DUE IN-CLASS*

*TAKE-HOME FINAL HANDED OUT* 

***

The instructors reserve the right to change or modify any part of this syllabus at his or her discretion. 
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