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T/TH 2:00-3:15







110 Kalkin
Professor David Massell

309 Wheeler House, 656-4527; david.massell@uvm.edu
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DESCRIPTION:

     Most Americans have heard of Canada and could probably locate our vast northern neighbor on a map of the world. But few have marked out the time and energy to learn something of substance - that is, beyond what they've gleaned from beer commercials and hockey broadcasts - about the history of the United States' largest trading partner and close political ally. This course aims to familiarize American students with the broad sweep of Canadian history - the significant events, people and issues - from aboriginal settlement, through the formation of the nation-state in Canadian Confederation in 1867, through the present day.

     Recurrent themes in this course include: the influence of geography upon history; the relationship between Amerindian natives and European newcomers; the nature of colonial societies; the fragility of the Canadian nation-state; war and Canadian society; the dependence of Canadians upon external polities and economies (especially, in the modern period, the United States); and the French-English duality that has shaped Canada's social and political environment.

     Class attendance is mandatory. Your “text” for this course will be your notes from the instructor’s lectures, supplemented by Scott See’s The History of Canada (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2001). You will also read three novels by and about Canadians: Brian Moore’s Black Robe, Michael Crummey’s River Thieves, and Ringuet’s Thirty Acres. All four books are available in the UVM bookstore. Additional readings and assignments, including primary sources as well as films, will be distributed in class and/or placed on reserve at Bailey-Howe Library. You are of course responsible for all of the lectures and assigned readings as well as additional materials. Examinations must be taken at the specified times. Finally, while the course is built primarily around lectures and exams, there will nevertheless be numerous (even daily) opportunities for discussion and participation – and class participation does count toward the final course grade.

Course grades will be determined roughly as follows

5 % = Map Quiz

15% = Attendance and Participation (includes Ottawa field trip/or alternative)

20% = Midterm Exam

30% = Book Quizzes (10 points each)


30% = Final Exam

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF LECTURE/DISCUSSION TOPICS (with readings)

NATIVE, FRENCH and BRITISH ORIGINS, prehistory-1867

Sept 2-4
geography as basis for history; first Canadians (read See, History, pp. 1-26)

Sept 9-11
 European approaches; founding of New France (read See, pp. 27-38)

Map quiz, Thursday Sept. 11

Sept. 16-18      the society of New France; conquest and consequences (See, pp. 39-56)

Black Robe quiz, Thursday Sept 18

Sept. 23-25
British North America (See, pp. 57-76)
Sept 30-Oct 2

colonial Canada beyond “Main Street”: e.g. Newfoundland 

River Thieves quiz, Thursday Oct. 2
Oct. 7-9
evolution not revolution, Confederation (See, pp. 77-86)

Oct. 14-16

midterm review

MIDTERM EXAMINATION: Thursday October 16

MODERN CANADA, 1867-present

Oct 21 

a fragile union (See, pp. 86-96)




Thursday October 23 – Saturday October 25: OTTAWA TRIP

Oct 28-30

 nation building, “Americanization” (See, pp. 97-118)

Nov 4-6

 the Depression and the War (See, pp. 119-139)




Thirty Acres quiz, Thursday November 6

Nov. 11-13

Cold War Canada (See, pp. 141-155)




film: “the Relationship”
Nov. 18-20

Quebec since 1945 (See, pp. 155-180)




film: “Reconquering the Conquest”

Nov 25
the modern North: film “Cree Hunters of Mistassini”
Dec 2-4
contemporary dilemmas of nationhood (See, pp. 181-202)

Dec 9
exam review, course evaluations

Friday December 19, 4:00 P.M.
FINAL EXAM

