BRIDGEWATER STATE COLLEGE

Department of Political Science

Politics 475-01

Spring 2004

Senior Seminar

American Defense Policy in a North American Perspective

Time: Tuesday 1:00-3:40

Location: HRG 001

Instructor: Prof. Joel J. Sokolsky

Office: 180 Summer Street, Room 106.

Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00-12:00, Wednesday to Friday 1:00-4:00

Telephone: 2017,  508-697-1692

Email: jsokolsky@bridgew.edu
Description
This course will examine contemporary American defense policy from a strategic, political, economic and bureaucratic perspective. It begins with a discussion of various concepts and ideas about U.S. defense policy, looks at the post-Cold War era and the War on Terrorism and moves on to consideration of the institutions and processes associated with the making and implementation of defense policy in the United States. Given the current emphasis upon “homeland security,” the course also looks at issues relating to, homeland defence, the strategic defense of North America and security cooperation with Canada on matters such as aerospace and Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD), as well as maritime security issues.

Texts

The following books have been ordered for the bookstore. All other readings (books and photocopies) will be on reserve (R) at the Maxwell Library or handed out in class.

Demetrios James Caraley, Editor, The New American Interventionism (New York: Columbia University Press, 199)* Optional

Peter L. Hays, Brenda J. Vallance and Alan R. Van Tassel, American Defence Policy, 7th Edition (Baltimore, MD.: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997)

George C. Wilson, This War Really Matters: Inside the Fight for Defense Dollars (Washington D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2000)

Requirements

50% Essay 15-20 pages, due Tuesday 20 April

20%   Seminar presentation and participation

30%   Take-home Exam

Students will submit a two-page essay proposal for review and discussion with the instructor.

Students will be assigned one reading during the term to be summarized in one to two pages and presented orally to the seminar.

Outline

Each Section will cover two weeks of classes except where noted. All Students should do the first two or three *asterisk readings in each section. Other readings will be assigned for student summaries and seminar presentations and can be used for as initial bibliographies for the essays.  

I. Perspectives on American and Canadian Defense Policy (Three weeks)
*Hays et. al., Chapters 1-3

*James Kurth, “The American Way of Victory: A Twentieth Century Trilogy,” in Glenn P. Hastedt, American Foreign Policy 8th Edition (Guilford, Conn.: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2002) R
*D. Middlemiss, and J.J. Sokolsky, Canadian Defence: Decisions and Determinants, (Toronto: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Canada, 1989) Chapters1-3. 6,8 and 8. R

-Dimitri K. Simes, “America’s Imperial Dilemma,” Foreign Affairs 82 (November/December 2003) R.

-Barry Blechman and Tamary Cofman Wittes, “Defining Moment: The Threat and Use of Force n American Foreign Policy,’ in Caraley, Ed.

- Desmond Morton, Understanding Canadian Defence, (Toronto: Penguin/McGill Institute, 2003) Chapters, 1-4. R.

- B. Bruce-Briggs, Shield of Faith: Strategic Defense from Zeppelins to Star Wars,  (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1988), Chapters III and IV, R.

II. The Post Cold War Era

*Hays et. al., Chapters  12-15, 19.

*Michael O’Hanlon, “Clinton’s Strong Defense Legacy,” Foreign Affairs 82 (November/December 2003), R.

*Joel J. Sokolsky, “The Bilateral Security Relationship: Will ‘National’ Missile Defense Involve Canada?,  The American Review of Canadian Studies 30 (Summer 2000), R.

-Sean Maloney, Are We Really Just Peacekeepers? Perception Versus the Reality of Canadian Military Involvement in the Iraq War,  IRPP Working Paper Series, No. 2003-02, (Montreal, Que.: Institute for Research on Public Policy, 2003), R. 

-Stephen W. Walt, “Musclebound: The Limits of U.S. Power,” in Hastedt, American Foreign Policy, 8th Edition.

-Robert Jervis, “Mission Impossible Creating a Grand Strategy,” in Caraley, The New American Interventionism, op. cit.

-Morton, Understanding Canadian Defence, Chapter 5.

III. The War on Terrorism

*United States, The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States (Washington, D.C.: September 2002) R.

*Barry Posen, “Command of the Commons: The Military Foundations of U.S. Hegemony,” International Security 28 (Summer 2003), R.

*Jeffrey Record, Bounding the Global War on Terrorism, (Carlisle, Penn.: U.S. Army War College, Strategic Studies Instituted, 2004), R.

*Frederick Kagan, “War and Aftermath,” Policy Review 120 (August-September 2003), R.

-John Newhouse,  “The Threats America Faces,” in  Glenn P. Hastedt,  R. American Foreign Policy,  10th Edition (Guilford, Conn.: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin,  2004),  R.

-Rachel Bronson, “When Soldiers Become Cops,” in  Glenn P. Hastedt,  Ed.,  American Foreign Policy, 10th Edition R.

-General Wesley Clark,  “An Army of One?,” in  Glenn P. Hastedt,  Ed.,  American Foreign Policy 10th Edition, R.
-Stephen Walt, “Beyond bin Laden,” International Security 26 (Winter 2001/02) R.

IV. The U.S. Defense Policy Bureaucracy

*Hays et. al. Part II.

*Donald H. Rumsfeld, “Transforming The Military,” Foreign Affairs 81 (May/June 2002) R.

-Dana Priest, “A Four-Star Foreign Policy?” in Hastedt, American Foreign Policy, 8th Edition R

V. The U.S. Defense Policy Process

*Hays et. al, Part III

*Wilson, This War Really Matters

-Murray Weidenbaum, “The Changing Structure of the U.S. Defense Industry .” Orbis 48 (Fall 2003), R.

-Douglas Bland, Ed., Canada Without Armed Forces?  Claxton Papers, 4 (Kingston, Ontario: Queen’s University School of Policy Studies, 2003), R.

- William Hartung and Michelle Ciarrocca, “The Military-Industrial-Think Tank  Complex: Corporate Think Tanks and the Doctrine of Aggressive Militarism,” in Glenn P. Hastedt,  Ed.,  American Foreign Policy,  10th Edition,  R.

VI. Civil-Military Relations

*Hays et. al., Chapter 17

*Peter Feaver and Richard Cohn, “The Gap: Soldiers, Civilians and their Mutual Misunderstanding,” The National Interest 61 (Fall) 2000, R.

*Douglas Bland, “Who Decides? Civil-Military Relations in Canada and the United States,” Canadian-American Public Policy 41 (Orono, ME.: University of Maine, Canadian-American Center, February 2000), R.

-Don Snider, “America’s Postmodern Military,” in Hastedt, American Foreign Policy, 8th Edition.

-Eliot A. Cohen, “Why the Gap Matters,” The National Interest 61 (Fall) 2000, R.

- Thomas G. Mahnken and James R. FitzSimonds ”Revolutionary Ambivalence: Understanding Officer Attitudes toward Transformation.” International Security 28 (Fall 2003), R.

VII. Issues in Homeland Security

*Steven Flynn, “America the Vulnerable,” Foreign Affairs 81 (January/February 2002), R.

*Chris Sieple, “Homeland Security Concepts and Strategy,” Orbis, 46 (Spring 2002), R.

*Peter Andreas,  “Redrawing the line: Borders and Security in the Twenty-first Century,” International Security 28 (Fall 2003), R.

*Arthur N. Tulak, Robert W. Kraft and Don Silbaugh, “State Defense Forces and Homeland Security,” Parameters 33 (Winter 2003-04), R.

-Peter Swartz, “Forward…From the Start”: The U.S. Navy & Homeland Defense: 1176-2003, (Alexandria, VA: Center for Naval Analysis, 2003), R.

-Robert S. Leiken, “End of an Affair? Immigration, Security, and the U.S.-Mexican Relationship, in  Glenn P. Hastedt,  Ed.,  American Foreign Policy, 10th Edition R

VIII. North American Security Issues

*Robert Powell, “Nuclear Deterrence Theory, Nuclear Proliferation and National Missile Defence,” International Security 27 (Spring 2003), R.

*Lagassé, Philippe, “Northern Command and the Evolution of Canada-U.S. Defence Relations,” Canadian Military Journal, 4 (Spring 2003) R.

*David Haglund, “North American Cooperation in an Era of Homeland Security,” Orbis 46 (Fall 2003), R.
-Michael Byers., Canadian Armed Forces Under US Command (Vancouver, B.C.: University of British Columbia, Simon Centre for Peace and Disarmament Studies, May 2002), R.

-Jack Mendelson, “American and Russia: Make-Believe Arms Control,” in  Glenn P. Hastedt,  Ed.,  American Foreign Policy, R.

-David Carment, Fen O. Hampson, and Norman Hillmer, Canada Among Nations 2003: Coping with the American Colossus (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2003) 7-9, R
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