Inuit Past and Present

Anthropology 284a

Yale University, Fall 2002
 

Instructor: Michael Kral

Time & Location: Monday and Wednesday, 2:30-3:45, WLH 120

Office: 158 Whitney, room 35

Snailmail Box: Department of Anthropology, 51 Hillhouse Avenue

Email: michael.kral@yale.edu

Telephone: 432-6418 

Office Hours:  Tuesdays 1:00-3:00 or by appointment

 

Class Description
This course will focus primarily on the Inuit (formerly called “Eskimo”) of that part of the eastern Canadian Arctic now known as Nunavut. Inuit have been living in the eastern Arctic for thousands of years, yet it is only in the last 40-50 years that their life has become “modern.” We will first examine Inuit life, including beliefs and traditions, before major contact with Euro-White people. Then we will cover the period of significant European and North American contact with Inuit, from whaling to the fur trade and missionaries, and finally to the rapid Inuit Westernization and “Canadianization” that took place from the 1950s to the 1970s. The effects of this colonialism on Inuit life and well-being will be considered. Finally, we will cover Inuit self-government and cultural reclamation in the context of the large Inuit land claim and political territory of 1999 and recent Inuit development of policies and programs concerning health, social services, education, corrections, and culture. Throughout the course we will include Inuit and other indigenous perspectives.

 

Assignments and Evaluation
 

Weekly “think pieces” (26% – 2% each) Students will write 1 paragraph per week based on readings or films on a topic covered. Topics covered in these “think pieces” can range from theory, research, and history to ethics, morality, and politics. These are your thoughts/reactions/ideas, and personal opinions are more than welcome. Include one question based on your paragraph or any other reading/topic from that week. To be submitted each week (Monday) to the instructor.

 

Mid-Term Exam (30%) Take-home exam on Monday, October 21, due October 28. 

 

Final Essay (44%) A term essay will be due on Friday, December 6. Essays will be 10-15 pages, double-spaced, using 12-point font.

Class participation Students are expected to attend classes, do the readings and attend the films. Depending on class size, students are expected to participate in class discussions.  
  

Readings
 

Required Books:

Briggs, Jean L. (1970). Never in Anger: Portrait of an Eskimo Family. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
Dorais, Louis-Jacques (1997). Quaqtaq: Modernity and Identity in an Inuit Community. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
Course packet (available at York Copy)

 Recommended Books (on reserve in CCL except Brody):
Brody, Hugh (1991). The People’s Land: Inuit, Whites and the Eastern Arctic (rev. ed.). Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre.


Harper, Kenn. [1986] 2000. Give Me My Father’s Body: The Life of Minik, the New York Eskimo. New York: Washington Square Press/Pocket.

Matthiasson, John S. (1992). Living On the Land: Change Among the Inuit of Baffin Island. Peterborough, ON: Broadview.

Nuttall, Mark (1998). Protecting the Arctic: Indigenous Peoples and Cultural Survival. Amsterdam: Harwood Academic. 

Wenzel, George (1991). Animal Rights, Human Rights: Ecology, Economy and Ideology in the Canadian Arctic. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS

 

Sept. 4/Week 1: Introduction and Overview

Begin reading Briggs, Never in Anger

 

 

Sept. 9 & 11/Week 2: Introduction 

Inuit Voices:
Oqomuit and Akudnirmiut Inuit [1888] (1964). Sedna and the fulmar. The Central Eskimo, Franz Boas, 175-183. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.

...............................

MacDonald, John (1998). The universe. The Arctic Sky: Inuit Astronomy, Star Lore, and Legend, 23-37. Toronto: Royal Ontario Museum and Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Research Institute.

Rigby, Bruce, John MacDonald, and Leah Otak. (2000). The Inuit of Nunvut, Canada. Endangered Peoples of the Arctic: Struggles to Survive and Thrive, ed. Milton M.R. Freeman, 93-112. Westport, CT: Greenwood.

Nuttall, Mark. (1998). Indigenous peoples and the Arctic environment. Protecting the Arctic: 

Indigenous Peoples and Cultural Survival, 1-22. Amsterdam: Harwood Academic.

 

Sept. 16 & 18/Week 3: On the Reading and Writing of Aboriginal History and Life 

Guest Lecturer: Regna Darnell (University of Western Ontario) 
Inuit Voices:
Peter Ernerk (1987). The Inuit as hunters and managers. The Beaver: 67(1), 62 [reprinted in Northern Voices: Inuit Writing in English, ed. Penny Petrone, 281-283, 1988.]

....................................






Renée Fossett (2001). Introduction: Assumptions about the other. In Order to Live Untroubled:  Inuit of the Central Arctic, 1550 to 1940, 3-8. Winnipeg, MB: University of Manitoba Press.


Couture, Joseph (2000). Native studies and the academy. Indigenous Knowledges in Global Contexts, eds. George J. Sefa Dei, Budd L. Hall, and Dorothy Goldin Rosenberg, 157-167. Toronto, ON: University of Toronto Press.

Fixico, Donald L. (1998). Ethics and responsibilities in writing American Indian history. Natives and Academics: Researching and Writing about American Indians, ed. Devon A. Mihesua. 84-99. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.

Cruikshank, Julie (1993). The politics of ethnography in the Canadian north. Anthropology, Public Policy and Native Peoples in Canada, eds. Noel Dyck and James B. Waldrum, 133-143. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

 

 

Recommended:

September 20, Friday

Colloquium presentation by Hugh Brody (Anthropologist, Filmmaker), “The Other Side of Eden.”  Agrarian Studies, 77 Prospect Street, Seminar Room, Institution for Social & Policy Studies, 11:00am-1:00pm

Speaking on his 2000 book, The Other Side of Eden: Hunters, Farmers and the Shaping of the World. Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre.

 

 

Sept. 23 & 25/Week 4: Pre-and Early Qallunaat Contact
Inuit Voices:
Jamasie Alivatuk (1976). We used to live like that in those days. Stories from Pangnirtung, ed. Pangnirtung residents, 9-17. Edmonton, AB: Hurtig.

...................................

Dorais: Intro & chapt 1 Qallunaaqalaurtinagu: When there were no Qallunaat
Fossett, Renée (2001). Empty dishes and days of feasting: Human habitation of Arctic North America to 1550. In Order to Live Untroubled: Inuit of the Central Arctic, 1550 to 1940, 9-32. Winnipeg, MB: University of Manitoba Press.

Oswalt, Wendell H. (2002). The Netslilik: Seal hunting and snowhouse Eskimos. This Land was Theirs: A Study of Native Americans, Wendell H. Oswalt, 67-99. Boston: McGraw-Hill.

MacDonald, John. (1998). Time. The Arctic Sky: Inuit Astronomy, Star Lore, and Legend, 192-208. Toronto, ON: Royal Ontario Museum and Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Research Institute.

 

Sept. 30 & Oct. 2/Week 5: The Inuit Family and Kinship

Guest Lecturer: Harold Scheffler (Yale)
Inuit Voices:  

Naqi Ekho and Uqsuralik Ottokie (2000). Life stories. Interviewing Inuit Elders: Childrearing Practices, ed. Jean Briggs, 21-30. Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Arctic College.


....................................

Briggs, Jean (2000). Inuit childrearing practices: An introduction. Interviewing Inuit Elders: Childrearing Practices, ed. Jean Briggs, 1-20. Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Arctic College.
Bodenhorn, Barbara (2000). ‘He used to be my relative’: Exploring the bases of relatedness among Iñupiat of northern Alaska. Cultures of relatedness: New approaches to the study of kinship, ed. Janet Carsten, 128-148. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

DeMallie, Raymond J. (1998). Kinship: The foundation for Native American society. Studying Native America: Problems and Prospects, ed. Russell Thornton, 306-356. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press.

 

 

Oct. 7 & 9/Week 6: Conversion to Christianity 

Inuit Voices:
Rachel Uyarasuk (1999). Transition to Christianity. Inuit Perspectives on the 20th Century: The Transition to Christianity, ed. Jarich Oosten and Frédéric Laugrand, 123-159. Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Arctic College.






....................................

Dorais: Chapt. 2 (The formation of a community)

Laugrand, Frédéric, Jarich Oosten, and François Trudel (2000). The angakkuit. Memory and History in Nunavut, Vol. 1: Representing Tuurngait, Frédéric Laugrand, Jarich Oosten, and François Trudel, 16-50. Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Arctic College.

Oosten, Jarich and Frédéric Laugrand (1999). The transition to Christianity. Inuit Perspectives on the 20th Century: The Transition to Christianity, ed. Jarich Oosten and Frédéric Laugrand, 1-17. Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Arctic College.

 

 

Oct. 14 & 16/Week 7: Westernization Part One 

Inuit Voices:
Kowjakuluk (1989). Spicer’s harbour.  When the Whaler’s Were Up North: Inuit Memories from the Eastern Arctic, Dorothy Harley Eber, 61-67. Montreal, QC & Kingston, ON: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

.................................

Tester, Frank James and Peter Kulchyski (1994). Are Inuit Indians? Relief, jurisdiction, and government responsibility. Tammarniit (Mistakes): Inuit Relocation in the Eastern Arctic, 1939-63, Frank James Tester and Peter Kulchyski, 13-42. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press.

Huhndorf, Shari M. (2001) Nanook and his contemporaries: Traveling with the Eskimos, 1897-1941. Going Native: Indians in the American Cultural Imagination, 79-128. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

 

 

October 15, Tuesday 

Meet and hear Zacharaias Kunuk, Director, and Norman Cohn, Co-Producer, of Atanarjuat/The Fast Runner at a Masters’ Tea in Trumbull College, 3:30-5:00

Sponsored by the Howard R. Lamar Center for the Study of Frontiers and Borders.

Film: ATANARJUAT: THE FAST RUNNER, Whitney Humanities Center Auditorium, 6:30pm, followed by Q&A with Kunuk and Cohn and a reception.

 

 

Oct. 21 & 23/Week 8: Westernization Part Two 
MONDAY: MID-TERM EXAMINATION

Inuit Voices:
Apphia Agalakti Awa (1999). With Solomon it was different – we kept him out of school. Saqiyuq: Stories from the Lives of Three Inuit Women, Nancy Wachowich with Apphia Agalakti Awa, Rhoda Kaukjak Katsak, and Sandra Pikujak Katsak, 107-110. Montreal, QC & Kingston, ON: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

.................................
Marcus, Alan Rudolph (1995). Relocation to the high Arctic. Relocating Eden: The Image and Politics of Inuit Exile in the Canadian Arctic, 67-100. Hanover, NH: University Press of New England.
Milloy, John S. (1999). Northern and Arctic assimilation. A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System, 1879-1986, 239-258. Winnipeg, MB: University of Manitoba Press.









Tester, Frank James and Peter Kulchyski (1994). Social welfare and social crisis in the eastern Arctic. Tammarniit (Mistakes): Inuit Relocation in the Eastern Arctic, 1939-63, Frank James Tester and Peter Kulchyski, 43-101. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press.


 

 

Oct. 28 &30/Week 9: Effects of Rapid Culture Change: Distress and Community Wellness Inuit Voices:
Kral, Michael J., Meeka Arnakaq, Naqi Ekho, Okee Kunuk, Elisapaa Ootoova, Malaya Papatsie, and Lucien Taparti. (2000). Suicide in Nunavut: Stories from Inuit Elders. Aboriginal Health, Identity and Resources, eds. Jill Oakes, Rick Riewe, Skip Koolage, Leanne Simpson, and Nancy Schuster, 34-44. Winnipeg, MB: Native Studies Press, University of Manitoba.


.................................

Dorais: Chapt. 3 (Quaqtaq in the 1990s)
Sinclair, Murray (1998). Suicide in First Nations people. Suicide in Canada, eds. Antoon A. Leenaars, Susanne Wenckstern, Isaac Sakinofsky, Ronald J. Dyck, Michael J. Kral, and Roger C. Bland, 165-178. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

Kirmayer, Laurence J., Christopher Fletcher and Lucy Boothroyd (1998). Suicide among the Inuit of Canada. Suicide in Canada, eds. Antoon A. Leenaars, Susanne Wenckstern, Isaac Sakinofsky, Ronald J. Dyck, Michael J. Kral, and Roger C. Bland, 189-211. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
Brody, Hugh (1991). Family life. The People’s Land: Inuit, Whites and the Eastern Arctic, Hugh Brody, 213-235. Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre.

Waldram, James B., D. Ann Herring, and T. Kue Young (1995). Aboriginal health: Old ideas and current directions. Aboriginal Health in Canada: Historical, Cultural, and Epidemiological Perspectives, 258-271. Toronto, ON: University of Toronto Press.

 

 

Nov. 4 & 6/Week 10: Subsistence 

Inuit Voices:

Markosie Pitsualak (1976). How we hunted whales. Stories from Pangnirtung, ed. Pangnirtung residents, 18-25. Edmonton, AB: Hurtig.

Tuglik [1921] (1988). An Old Dance Song. Northern Voices: Inuit Writing in English, ed. Penny Petrone, 8-9. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 

................................

Wenzel, George W. (2000). Sharing, money, and modern Inuit subsistence: Obligation and 

reciprocity at Clyde River, Nunavut. The Social Economy of Sharing: Resource Allocation and Modern Hunter-Gatherers, eds. George W. Wenzel, Grete Hovelsrud-Broda, and Nubuhiro Kishigami, 61-85. Osaka, Japan: National Museum of Ethnology.

Stern, Pamela. (2000). Subsistence: Work and leisure. Études/Inuit/Studies, 24: 9-24.

 

 

Nov. 11 & 13/Week 11: Inuit Land Claims and Governance 

Inuit Voices:

Rachel Uyarasuk (1999). Life today is what I find strange. In the words of Elders: Aboriginal 

cultures in transition, eds. Peter Kulchyski, Don McCaskill, and David Newhouse, 257-272. Toronto, ON: University of Toronto Press.

.................................

Hicks, Jack, and Graham White. (2000). Nunavut: Inuit self-determination through a land

claim and public government? Nunavut: Inuit regain control over their lands and 

their lives,  eds. Jens Dahl, Jack Hicks, and Peter Jull, 30-115. Copenhagen, Denmark: 

International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA).

 

 

Recommended:
November 15, Friday. 

Colloquium presentation by Dara Culhane (Simon Fraser University), “Plus ça Change, the More They Stay the Same: Aboriginal Peoples and the Canadian State in 2002.” Agrarian Studies, 77 Prospect Street, Seminar Room, Institution for Social & Policy Studies, 11:00am-1:00pm

 

 

Nov. 18 & 20/Week 12: Self-Government, Policy Development, and a New Definition of IQ 
Inuit Voices: 

Akasayook Etoangat (1976).The old way of living. Stories from Pangnirtung, ed. Pangnirtung residents, 41-54. Edmonton, AB: Hurtig.

.................................

Scott, Colin H. (1993). Customs, tradition, and the politics of culture: Aboriginal government in Canada. Anthropology, Public Policy and Native Peoples in Canada, ed. Noel Dyck and James B. Waldrum, 311-333. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Government of Nunavut (1999). The Bathurst Mandate. Iqaluit, NU: Government of Nunavut


Printing Office.

Government of Nunavut (1999). Report from the September Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit Workshop. Iqaluit, NU: Department of Culture, Language, Elders, & Youth, Government of Nunavut Printing Office.




Nunavut Social Development Council (2001). Ihumaluirhimajaptingkik (On Our Own Terms): The State of Inuit Culture and Society. Iqaluit, NU: Nunavut Social Development Council.



Castellano, Marlene Brant (1999). Renewing the relationship: A perspective on the impact of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. Aboriginal self-givernment in Canada, ed. John H. Hylton, 92-111. Saskatoon, SK: Purich.

 

 

FALL RECESS: Nov. 22-29

 

 

Dec. 2 &4/Week 13: Inuit Life Today

Monday: Guest Lecturer: Ned (Edmund) Searles (Bucknell University)

Prof. Searles will also give a colloquium presentation in the Department of Anthropology, 158 Whitney Ave., room 1, at  4:00. Title: PURE BLOOD, MIXED COSMOLOGIES: ANTI-CREOLIZATION AMONG INUIT IN THE CANADIAN ARCTIC

Inuit Voices:
Sandra Pikujak Katsak (1999). A lot of things to look forward to.  Saqiyuq: Stories from the Lives of Three Inuit Women, Nancy Wachowich with Apphia Agalakti Awa, Rhoda Kaukjak Katsak, and Sandra Pikujak Katsak, 255-256. Montreal, QC & Kingston, ON: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

.................................

Searles, Edmund (2001). Fashioning selves and tradition: Case studies on personhood and experience in Nunavut. American Review of Canadian Studies: 31, 121-136.

Collings, Peter (2000). Aging and life course development in an Inuit community. Arctic Anthropology: 37(2), 111-125.

Condon, Richard G., and Pamela R. Stern. (1993). Gender-role preference, gender identity, 

and gender socialization among contemporary Inuit youth. Ethos,  21: 384-416.

Kusugak, Jose (2000). The tide has shifted: Nunavut works for us, and it offers a lesson to the broader global community. Nunavut: Inuit Regain Control of Their Lands and Their Lives, eds. Jens Dahl, Joack Hicks and Peter Jull, 20-28. Copenhagen: International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs.

Hannerz, Ulf. [1986] (2002). Notes on the global ecumene. The Anthropology of Globalization: A Reader, eds. Jonathan Xavier Inda and Renato Rosaldo, 37-45. Oxford, UK: Blackwell.

Selected Bibliography and Resources

 

These sources will be of additional use to you in this course for the essay or your own interest and research.

 

Damas, David. Ed. (1984). Handbook of North American Indians, Vol. 5: Arctic. Washington, 

DC. Smithsonian Institution. [E76.2 H36 (LC) + Oversize – CCL, Mudd, SML]

The primary sourcebook on Inuit up to 1984. Very comprehensive.

Damas, David. (1996). The Arctic from Norse contact to modern times. The Cambridge 

History of the Native Peoples of the Americas, Vol.1, Part 2. Eds., Bruce G. Trigger 

and Wilcomb E. Washburn, 329-400. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 

[E77 C25 1996 (LC) – CCL, Kline, SML]

An important paper on Inuit-Qallunaat contact.

People to people: Highlights from the Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 

Peoples. (1996). Ottawa, ON: Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. [on reserve in 

CCL].

Vaughan, Richard (1994). The Arctic: A History. Gloucester, UK: Sutton. [G620 V38X 1994 (LC)—CCL ]


A comprehensive history of the peoples of the Circumpolar Arctic and Qallunaat contact.

 

 

Journals

Études/Inuit/Studies [E99 E7 E83 (LC) – SML]

Arctic Anthropology [G600 A72 (LC) + Oversize – Kline, SML]

Canadian Journal of Native Studies [E78 C2 C352 – SML]

 

 

Earlier Descriptions of Traditional Inuit Life

Birket-Smith, Kaj. (1936). The Eskimos. London, UK: Meuthen & Co. [C73 110g – SML. 

CCL; E99 E7 B571 – Kline]

Boas, Franz. [1888] (1964). The Central Eskimo. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press. 

[E99  E7 B63 1964 (LC) – CCL]

Hall, Charles Francis. (1885). Life with the Esquimaux: A Narrative of Arctic Experience in 

Search  of Survivors of Sir John Franklin’s Expedition. London, UK: S. Low, Son, & Marston. [WB 48840 – Mudd; Hist G 865H – Medical/Historical]
Report of the Fifth Thule Expedition (1921-1924), 10 Volumes. Copenhagen: Gyldendal, 

1937.

Reports by Knud Rasmussen, Therkel Matthiessen, and Kaj Birket-Smith. [G670 1921 T48 

(LC) – Kline; S23 0415 2:1-3 – Mudd] 

Weyer, Edward Moffat (1932). The Eskimos: Their Environment and Folkways. New Haven, 

CT: Yale University Press. [E99 E7 W48 – SML, Kline]

 

 

Film Series

The Netsilic Eskimo Series [On reserve at CCL]

Directed by Asen Balikci, assisted by Guy Mary-Rousseliere – both well-known Arctic anthropologists. By Education Development Center (EDC), Newton, MA, in association with the National Film Board of Canada. 

 

Twenty-one short videos depicting traditional Inuit family life during different seasons. From EDC description: “These films reveal the live reality of traditional Eskimo life before the European acculturation. The Netsilik Eskimos of the Pelly Bay region in the Canadian Arctic has long lived apart from other people and had depended entirely on the land and their own ingenuity to sustain life through the rigors of the Arctic year. The filming was done during the summers of 1963 and 1964 and in the late winter of 1965. A minimum of cultural reconstruction was required during the filming; The Netsilik families readily agreed to live in the old way once more and shoed considerable aptitude in recalling and representing the earlier ways of life. All videos are in color, with the natural sounds of the region and of the Eskimos’ activities but with no voice other than those of the Eskimos. The films were originally released in 1967. The effect of this film series is that of a field trip where students can observe Eskimo ways at their leisure and form their own impressions. The pace is unhurried; many of the Eskimo activities are shown in close detail.”

 

 

Yale Manuscripts and Archives

Wilfred Grenfell Papers. 

Grenfell was a medical missionary to Newfoundland and Labrador from 1893-1940, and his papers include a large photographic record of the people and placed served, including Inuit. Yale Manuscripts and Archives will provide general or topic-specific orientation sessions in their reading room in Sterling Memorial Library. You can think of them as a kind of laboratory to incorporate materials from their collections in your assignments. “Exercises using our holdings can expose students to the nuts and bolts of research and can stimulate their analytical skills and critical thinking.”

 

Contact Diane Kaplan, Archivist, at 432-1069 or diane.Kaplan@yale.edu
Research tutorial available at www.library.yale.edu/mssa/tutorial.htm
 

 

Websites

There are many websites on Inuit and Nunavut. Below are a few of relevance to this course.

www.nunatsiaq.com ……………………The primary newspaper of Nunavut. Recommended.

www.arctictravel.com …………………
Articles from the Nunavut Handbook on Nunavut archeology, history, culture, spirituality, language, life, economy, and business.

www.civilization.ca ……………………
The Canadian Museum of Civilization. Click on “First Peoples” and you will have an array of choices including Inuit history; clothing; Inuit during New France era; storytelling; Inuvialuit of the Western Arctic; and an Inuit 3D virtual museum: www.civilization.ca/aborig/inuit3d/intro_e.html 

www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ch/rcap ………….
The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples.

http://collections.ic.gc.ca ………………
Government of Canada. Type “Inuit” into web search engine. Also: click the line with “Cape Dorset” for Inuit art and cultural perspectives, including interviews and artists’ profiles.

http://aboriginalcollections.ic.gc.ca/business/lect4.html  Discussion of modern Inuit sharing; from website by Jill Oakes, University of Manitoba.

www.carc.org/pubs/v19no1/3.htm 
On the High Arctic relocations.

www.mnh.si.edu/arctic ………………..
Smithsonian Institution, Arctic Studies Center.

www.isuma.ca…………………………..
Inuit Film company; home of Atanarjuat/The Fast Runner.

www.inuitart.org ………………………
The Inuit Art Foundation, owned and controlled by Inuit.

www.nac.nu.ca ……………………….. 
Nunavut Arctic College

