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Political Science 349 (4006 – new number)
Canada in North America
Description:
The course examines Canada in a North American context. Raising issues such as globalization, this course explores the political, economic, social and cultural issues that arise within Canada, as a result of its location and position within North America.
Instructor

Professor Patrick James

202 Professional Building
573-882-4687
jamesp@missouri.edu
Office Hours: By appointment with Janet Bradshaw
Class Email List

The email list will contain basic information that is essential to the course, such as the schedule for seminar leadership, review sheets for exams and themes for classroom discussion.  Questions or comments that are sent to me at jamesp@missouri.edu will be answered promptly, with both the questions and answers being distributed to everyone on the class email list.
Course Description
Did you know that…

· Canada is the largest trading partner of the United States?

· The US and Canada share the longest demilitarized border in the world?

· Canadian culture offers a fascinating intersection point between and among the US, Britain and the world?
These are just a few of the many reasons why it is worth learning more about Canada.  With globalization well underway, the connections between Canada and the US, and Canada and the rest of the world, will only increase.

Knowledge about Canada, however, lags behind.  While the study of Canada in a field such as political science has intrinsic intellectual merit, there also is great pragmatic value.  Survey results reveal that, in spite of its importance to the US in so many ways – for example, as close a military ally and trading partner – both university students (at all levels) and Americans in general tend to know very little about Canada.  Thus a higher degree of knowledge, on average, promises a more informed citizenry that will be better equipped to deal with political, economic, social and even cultural issues that will arise vis-à-vis Canada in an era that features the internet, NAFTA and various and sundry other developments that continue to expand ongoing points of contact.
This course, which has a primary but not exclusive focus on Canada, will have five sections: (1) overview and evolution; (2) political structures and processes; (3) regionalism and social movements; (4) political, economic and social connections with North America; and (5) the future of Canada in North America.  Each section will be described briefly in turn.  The course will be taught in a seminar format.
Part I provides an overview and covers the evolution of Canada as a political system.  Any assessment of Canadian politics must begin with its constitutional founding and evolution.  This section of the course will cover three sessions.  The first session will provide an overview of the course.  The second session will compare the two opposing schools of thought on Confederation in 1867, namely, the ‘pact between nations’ versus the ‘pact between provinces’.  This debate about the founding continues to underlie political conflict in Canada, most notably between the Province of Quebec, which supports the former of the two schools, and the rest of the provinces, which endorse the latter school.  The third session will provide an overview of the Canadian polity, economy and society, with special attention to the central and ongoing role of Canada’s position in North America, most notably its relationship with the United States, in shaping each of these systems.

Part II, which covers political structures and processes, will require four sessions.  The first is primarily descriptive, with a focus on how Canada’s federal system is at once similar to, and yet significantly different from, that of the United States.  For example, Canada’s parliamentary system does not feature the separation of powers between the legislative and executive branches that is so central to understanding the political structure of the United States.  At the same time, both the Canadian and American political systems use plurality voting in terms of election to the legislature throughout the various levels of federalism.  The second session will focus on political behavior, that is, parties and voting.  Once again, similarities and differences with the United States (and, to a lesser degree, Mexico) will be used to help students understand Canada’s highly regionalized party system and voting patterns.  ‘Canadian Bacon’, a movie satire about the similarities and differences between the US and Canada, will be viewed in the third session.  The fourth and final session will cover the judicial branch of government, with special attention to controversies over judicial activism in the era since the Charter of Rights and Freedoms came into being in 1982.
Part III, which focuses on regionalism and social movements, entails two sessions.  The first covers the longstanding adversarial relationship between the Province of Quebec and the Government of Canada.  Conflict between aboriginals and both the federal and provincial governments will be addressed in the second session, with some comparison to similar social movements in the rest of North America.  The second session also includes the conflict between the western provinces (i.e., British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba) and the federal government in the context of regional disparity as a more general issue within North America across social, economic and political dimensions.
During Part IV, Canada’s overall role within North America will be covered in three sessions.  The first will focus on defense policy, most notably NATO and NORAD.  The second session will be a video presentation, ‘Trudeau and the 1970s Generation’, which reveals, through recollections from those in their formative years during the time of Pierre Trudeau’s era as prime minister, his extraordinary influence on Canadian history.  Political economy will be the subject of the third session, which covers the Canada-US Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA and the aftermath of these agreements in terms of continental integration and internecine conflict.
Canada’s future in North America is the subject of Part V, which consists of one session.  The political, social and economic evolution of Canada will be considered in the context of globalization in general and the key relationship with the United States in particular.  In sum, the question is this one: what can be expected for Canada, in terms of preserving its identity and obtaining further internal integration while seeking greater prosperity, as connections with North America continue to widen and deepen?
Course Requirements

Take-Home Mid-term Examination





15%


Take-Home Final Examination





25%


Essay on Canadian Studies 






15%

Term Essay 








15%

Seminar Leadership







15%

Class Participation







15%

Extra-Credit Assignments (3% each)         




  6%
Review sheets (i.e., study guides) will be provided so you can prepare effectively for the take-home mid-term and final exams.  All of the material from the assigned readings, class discussions and video presentations will be tested on the exams. The mid-term will be distributed and a ten-page, double-spaced answer is expected. The final exam will be 15 double-spaced pages.
An essay on Canadian Studies, limited to 12 double-spaced pages, will represent the interdisciplinary component of this class.  Area studies on Canada take place under the umbrella of the Association for Canadian Studies in the United States (ACSUS), with the official journal being the American Review of Canadian Studies (ARCS).  You will be asked to read a selection of essays from two issues of ARCS, approximately five years apart, which represent at least two disciplines (in addition to political science) in order to assess trends and developments in the study of Canada.  Articles from both the humanities and social sciences are included within ARCS, so students who favor varying intellectual approaches and methods will find, in consultation with me, selections of interest from within the respective issues.  A one-page outline of this essay is due on October 13.
The term essay, limited to 12-double spaced pages, is due in class on May 8.  The format is straightforward.  I expect you to focus in greater depth on any one of the major subjects we cover on a weekly basis.  A one-page outline and bibliography for your paper is due on November 17 or there will be a 20% penalty. This should be sent to me for review and approval via email.  Please do visit with me as you begin to put together your outline.  I expect to see a proposal for a paper that offers constructive criticism and some ideas for synthesis in a significant area of comparative foreign policy.
Each student will take a turn as seminar leader at one point during the semester.  The date at which you will serve as seminar leader will be determined by a lottery held in the first class session. (Trades between students are permitted but must be approved in advance by the instructor.)  The seminar leader is expected to (a) prepare a set of discussion points about the material and (b) take primary responsibility for leading the discussion throughout the seminar session.  The discussion points are due to me (i.e., at jamesp@umissouri.edu by email attachment) at the beginning of the week before your session as seminar leader.  (For example, if you are seminar leader for October 20, your material is due on October 13 at 9 a.m.)  After your material comes to me by email, it will be distributed so everyone can look at it ahead of time and be ready for your session.  
I have provided an example of what is expected from a seminar leader on email.  This material, for which I shall serve as seminar leader, is scheduled for discussion on September 8.
Your participation is very important to the success of this seminar. Thus a grade for participation in sessions other than those for which you are seminar leader also is included.

The course will include an opportunity to earn extra credit by writing up a three-page (typewritten and double-spaced) analysis for each video presentation. Each extra-credit assignment, worth 3% each, is due at the beginning of the seminar session following the video presentation.  Questions and themes will be provided on email for your use, if you wish, in writing up your assignment.  The material in the video presentations will be included on the exams. Thus it is important to attend class during those days and take notes even if you choose not to hand in an extra-credit assignment.
All assignments are subject to change as noted in class, although none is expected at this time.

Be sure to back up all of your computer files.  Do not turn in your only copy of any requirement.

The grading scale is as follows: A (90-100); B (80-89); C (70-79); D (60-69); F (< 60).

Americans with Disabilities Act

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and need assistance, please notify the Office of Disability Services, A048 Brady Commons, 882-4696, or me, immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Make-up Requirements
There will be no make-up assignments or tests for unexcused absences.  Acceptable excuses, meaning medical or family emergencies and official university-related business, must be provided either to me in person, in writing, or by phone before an absence and in writing afterwards in order to be considered.  Students who are unable to complete a requirement for legitimate reasons that do not quality as excused under university guidelines, and who notify me ahead of time may, at my discretion, complete a requirement belatedly.  Any requirement turned in on the day that it is due but after the time specified will face a 20% penalty.  Each additional late day will mean a further 20% deduction.

Policy on Academic Ethics and Honesty

The academic work of all students must comply with all policies that appear in the Schedule of Classes (p. 156, in particular) and the University Catalogue.  Academic honesty is fundamental to the activities and principles of a university. All members of the academic community must be confident that each person’s work has been responsibly and honorably acquired, developed and presented. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest whether or not the effort is successful. The academic community regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that range from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting or collaboration, consult the course instructor.
Required Textbooks
The following books are available for purchase.
Keith Archer, Roger Gibbins, Rainer Knopff, Heather MacIvor and Leslie Pal. 2002. Parameters of Power: Canada’s Political Institutions. 3rd. ed. Scarborough: Thomson Nelson.

Patrick James, Donald Abelson and Michael Lusztig, eds. The Myth of the Sacred. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2002.
Student membership in the Association for Canadian Studies in the United States, to obtain needed copies of the American Review of Canadian Studies (membership forms will be distributed at the first class session).
Other Required Readings
The other assigned readings for this seminar are available in Room 116 of the Department of Political Science. This room is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays.  Some of the articles also can be accessed directly through JSTOR at http://www.jstor.org.
It is recommended that students follow one of the major newspapers in Canada (e.g., The Toronto Globe and Mail (www.globeandmail.come/) or Montreal Gazette (www.canada.com/montreal/montrealgazette/) on line.
Schedule

Part I: Overview and Evolution
August

25
Overview

September
 1
Class Cancelled: Labor Day Holiday
 8
Constitutional Founding and Evolution
F. R. Scott, “Centralization and Decentralization in Canadian Federalism.” In Garth Stevenson, ed., Federalism in Canada: Selected Readings (Toronto: McLelland and Stewart, 1989), pp. 52-80.

Alan C. Cairns, Charter versus Federalism: The Dilemmas of Constitutional Reform (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1992), pp. 3-145.

Michael Burgess, “The Federal Spirit as a Moral Basis to Canadian Federalism.” International Journal of Canadian Studies 22 (2000): 13-35.


15
The Canadian Polity, Economy and Society



Archer et al., pp. 1-68.

David V. J. Bell, “Political Culture in Canada.” In Michael S. Whittington and Glen Williams, eds., Canadian Politics in the 1990s (Toronto: Nelson Canada, 1995), pp. 105-128.
Kenneth G. Pryke, “A Profile of Canadian History.” In Kenneth G. Pryke and Walter C. Soderlund, eds., Profiles of Canada (Toronto: Irwin, 1998), pp. 13-35.

Frank Innes, “Physical and Cultural Geography.” In Pryke and Soderlund, Profiles of Canada, pp. 37-57.
Jack Granetstein versus Michael Ignatieff, “Does History Matter?” In Rudyard Griffiths, Great Questions of Canada (Toronto: Stoddart, 2000), pp. 1-24.
Edelgard E. Mahant and Graeme S. Mount, “The U.S. Cultural Impact upon Canada.” American Review of Canadian Studies 31 (2001): 449-465.

Robert M. Seiler, “Selling Patriotism/Selling Beer: The Case of the “I AM CANADIAN!” Commercial.” American Review of Canadian Studies 32 (2002): 44-66.
Part II: Political Structures and Processes


22
Federalism in Canada versus the United States


Archer et al., pp. 96-130, 179-276.
Donald J. Savoie, Governing from the Centre: The Concentration of Power in Canadian Politics (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1999), pp. 19-45.

Marc V. Levine, “Public Policies, Social Institutions, and Earnings Inequality: Canada and the United States, 1970-1995.” International Journal of Canadian Studies 19 (1999): 19-39.


29
Political Behavior: Parties and Voting

Archer et al., pp. 277-431.


William Mishler and Harold D. Clarke, “Political Participation in Canada.” In Whittington and Williams, Canadian Politics in the 1990s, pp. 129-151.


James P. Allan, Marc J. O’Reilly and Richard Vengroff, “The Election Everybody Won? The Impact of Party System Change, Voter Turnout, and Strategic Voting in the 1998 Quebec Election.” American Review of Canadian Studies 30 (2000): 497-519.

October
 6
Video Presentation: ‘Canadian Bacon’



Extra-Credit Assignment I: (sent out on email)


13
The Judiciary



Archer et al., pp. 131-177.
Patrick James, Donald E. Abelson and Michael Lusztig, eds., The Myth of the Sacred: The Charter, the Courts, and the Politics of the Constitution in Canada (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2002), pp. 3-167, 207-238.

Note: One-page outline of Canadian Studies essay is due
Part III: Regional and Social Movements
20
Canada and Quebec
Kenneth McRoberts, “Quebec: Province, Nation, or “Distinct Society”?” In Whittington and Williams, Canadian Politics in the 1990s, pp. 80-101.

Jeremy Webber, “Just How Civic is Civic Nationalism in Quebec?” In Alan C. Cairns, et al., eds., Citizenship, Diversity, and Pluralism: Canadian and Comparative Perspectives (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1999), pp. 87-107.

James T. McHugh, “The Quebec Constitution.” Quebec Studies 28 (2000): 3-26.


James Csipak and Lise Héroux, “NAFTA, Quebecers and Fear (?) of Americanization: Some Empirical Evidence.” Quebec Studies 29 (2000): 25-42.


David Lublin and D. Stephen Voss, “Context and Francophone Support for the Sovereignty of Quebec: An Ecological Analysis.” Canadian Journal of Political Science 35 (2002): 75-101.
27
Take-Home Exam Available on email at 9 a.m. on October 24 (due October 27 at 9 a.m.)
Note: No class will be held this week.
November
 3
Aboriginal Issues, Regionalism and Western Alienation
Stephen Brooks, Public Policy in Canada: An Introduction. 3rd. ed. (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 183-217.

Alan C. Cairns, Citizens Plus: Aboriginal Peoples and the Canadian State (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2000), pp. 3-46, 80-115, 161-224, 232-237, 246-257.
Tom Flanagan, First Nations? Second Thoughts (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2000), pp. 3-26, 48-88, 113-133, 192-201, 203-208, 211-213, 219.
Roger Gibbins, “Constitutional Politics in the West,” In Banting and Simeon, And No One Cheered, pp. 119-132.

Tom Flanagan, “From Riel to Reform (And a Little Beyond): Politics in Western Canada.” American Review of Canadian Studies 31 (2001): 623-638.
Note: Canadian Studies essay is due
Part IV: Political, Economic and Social Connections with North America
10
Foreign Policy and National Security
Fen Osler Hampson and Maureen Appel Molot, “The New ‘Can-do’ Foreign Policy.” In Fen Osler Hampson and Maureen Appel Molot, Canada Among Nations 1998: Leadership and Dialogue (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 1-21.

Dean F. Oliver, “The Canadian Military After Somalia,” In Hampson and Molot, Canada Among Nations 1998, pp. 99-118.
Joel J. Sokolsky, “The Bilateral Security Relationship: Will “National” Missile Defense Involve Canada?” American Review of Canadian Studies 30 (2000): 227-253.
Frank P. Harvey, “The International Politics of National Missile Defence: A Response to the Critics.” International Journal 55 (2000): 545-566.
Peter Gizewski, “The International Politics of Missile Defence: A Response to Harvey.” International Journal 56 (2000): 527-532.

David Mutimer, “Good Grief! The Politics of Debating NMD: A Reply to Frank Harvey.” International Journal 56 (2001): 330-346.

Frank P. Harvey, “National Missile Defence Revisited, Again: A Reply to David Mutimer.” International Journal 56 (2001): 347-360.
Louis A. Delvoie, “A Not So Benign New Century: Conventional Security Challenges to Canadian Interests.” International Journal 57 (2001-2002): 19-35.


17
Video Presentation: ‘Trudeau and the 1970s Generation’
Extra-Credit Assignment II (sent out on email)

Note: One-page outline of term essay is due
24 Class Cancelled: Thanksgiving Holiday

December
 1
Political Economy
Glen Williams, “Regions Within Region: Continentalism Ascendant.” In Whittington and Williams, Canadian Politics in the 1990s, pp. 19-39.
Michael Lusztig, Risking Free Trade: The Politics of Trade in Britain, Canada, Mexico, and the United States (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh, 1996), pp. 1-23, 71-94, 125-131, 139-144.

Robert Wolfe and John M. Curtis, “Providing Leadership for the Trade Regime,” In Hampson and Molot, Canada Among Nations 1998: Leadership and Dialogue, pp. 119-142.

Peter Karl Kresl, “Quebec City, Montreal, and the Impacts of Globalization.” Quebec Studies 32 (2002): 3-13.
Part V: Canada’s Future in North America


 8
Canada’s Future in North America
Jean Daudelin and Edgar J. Dosman, “Canada and Hemispheric Governance: The New Challenges,” in Hampson and Molot, Canada Among Nations 1998: Leadership and Dialogue, pp. 211-238.

Alan C. Cairns, “Empire, Globalization, and the Fall and Rise of Diversity,” In Cairns, et al., Citizenship, Diversity and Pluralism: Canadian and Comparative Perspectives, pp. 23-57.

Kenneth McRoberts, “Canada and the Multinational State.” Canadian Journal of Political Science 34 (2001): 683-713.

Hudson Meadwell, “Institutional Design and State Breaking in North America.” In David Carment, John F. Stack, Jr. and Frank P. Harvey, eds., The International Politics of Quebec Secession; State Making and State Breaking in North America (Westport: Praeger, 2001), pp. 11-32, 149-151.

Charles F. Doran, “Will Canada Unravel?.” In Carment, Stack and Harvey, The International Politics of Quebec Secession, pp. 57-66.

Patrick James and Michael Lusztig, “Assessing the Reliability of Predictions on the Future of Quebec.” In Carment, Stack and Harvey, The International Politics of Quebec Secession, pp. 78-90, 154-155.
Note: Term Essay Due In Class
Note: Take-Home Exam Available on email at 9 a.m. (due December 15 at 9 a.m.)
