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ENGB07H3: Nation in Canadian Writing
Winter 2004
Required texts: 
Donna Bennett and Russell Brown, A New Anthology of Canadian Literature in English. 



   
Yann Martel, Life of Pi
Northrop Frye, “Conclusion to a Literary History of Canada” and Wayne Johnston, selection from The Colony of Unrequited Dreams on photocopy

	SCHEDULE 

Note: This schedule may be modified at any time, including the addition of further short reading assignments. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out from another student if there were any changes or important announcements.

	DATES
	TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENTS

[Material in square brackets is assigned but will not be emphasized on in class discussion.]

	6 Jan, 2-3
	Introduction: What is a national literature? What is its value? How is it understood? How is it constructed? What are its dangers? How has it been challenged?
	

	8 Jan, 2-4
	Conceiving of a Nation
	Frye, “Conclusion to a Literary History of Canada” (photocopy); MacLennan

	13 Jan, 2-3
	Reassessing the Past – Explorers (1)
	Hearne; Newlove on Hearne (attached to end of course outline)

	15 Jan, 2-4
	Explorers (2)
	Thompson; Franklin and Richardson
NOTE: Jane Urquhart (see April 1 assignment) reads today at 10:00 am in the Student Village Centre

	20 Jan, 2-3
	
	Atwood, “The Age of Lead”

	22 Jan, 2-4
	Reassessing the Past – Settlement Narrative 
	Moodie; Atwood, “Progressive Insanities of a Pioneer”; and selections from The Journals of Susanna Moodie

	27 Jan, 2-3
	
	Moodie and Atwood continued

	29 Jan, 2-4
	The Cultural Nationalism of the 60s and 70s (1)
	Purdy and Lane

	3 Feb, 2-3
	The Cultural Nationalism of the 60s and 70s (2)
	MacEwen; Atwood (other poems); Ondaatje (poems); Cohen; Bringhurst; Crozier

	5 Feb, 2-4
	
	Discussion continues.

	10 Feb, 2-3
	The Cultural Nationalism of the 60s and 70s (3)
	Munro [Wayne Johnston (selection from The Colony of Unrequited Dreams on photocopy)]; [Gallant]

	12 Feb, 2-4
	Wayne Johnston reads
	Class meets in Student Village Centre

	Reading Week: No Classes 17 or 19 Feb

	24 Feb, 2-3
	This class will discuss the midterm.
	Reaney

	26 Feb, 2-4
	




        Midterm exam

	2 Mar, 2-3
	A New Regionalism
	MacLeod; Vanderhaeghe; [Steffler; van Herk]

	4 Mar, 2-4
	The Emergence of Native Literature 
	Saukamapee and Wiebe 
Thomas King; Tomson Highway; [Pauline Johnson, “The Lost Island”; Harry Robinson; Maria Campbell]

	9 Mar, 2-3
	
	Discussion continues.

	11 Mar, 2-4
	The Emergence of Multicultural Writing 
	Ondaatje, from In the Skin of a Lion; Wah; Mistry; G.E. Clarke; [Wiseman; Michaels, from Fugitive Pieces; Kogawa]

	16 Mar, 2-3
	
	Discussion continues 

	18 Mar, 2-4
	Nature and the Ecology 
	McKay, poems 862-65 + “Homing”; Page, “Unless the Eye Catch Fire”; Ann Michaels, “Lake of Two Rivers”; Zwicky, “Transparence”; Bolster, poems 1164-68.

	23 Mar, 2-3
	Novel and Nation 
	Yann Martel, Life of Pi, discussion will emphasize Part I (i.e. through Chapter 36).

	25 Mar, 2-4
	
	Life of Pi continues, discussion will emphasize Part II.

	30 Mar, 2-3
	
	Life of Pi continues, discussion will emphasizes conclusion.

	1 Apr, 2-4
	National Monuments and Other Conclusions
	Urquhart; reread Frye


Marking scheme:

Weekly Assignment: 20%: At the beginning of each week (no later than Monday at 7 p.m.) you must e-mail the two instructors three questions on the readings for that week. 
Class Participation 10%: Students are expected to bring the text to each class, to have the assignment read by the beginning of the class period, and to be able to take part in class discussions. Email is an adjunct to in-class discussion in this course. Students should address all email to both professors (addresses are at the end of this handout); always put “ENGB07” at the beginning of the subject line. All emails are presumed subject to distribution to the class unless the sender asks that they not be. You must send us an email by the beginning of week two.
Mid-Term Exam 15% (26 Feb. 2004): Covers all material (assigned reading, class lecture and discussion, and e-mail discussion) to date.
Term Essay 20%: The essay assignment is a close (i.e. analytic) reading of one of the texts assigned for Jan. 20, 22, 27, 29, Feb. 3, 10, 24, March 2, 4, or 18. The essay must be turned in no later than at the beginning of the class hour on the date for discussion of that text. No specific length, but 1250-2000 words would be a good target area. Late essays will not be accepted. 
[Looking for help in writing English essays? Pick up a copy of Upgrade Your English Essay in the bookstore.]
Final Exam: 35%: The final examination will cover all material (assigned reading, class lecture and discussion, and e-mail discussion) but will emphasize the material covered since the mid-term. The format of the exam will be divided between passages for discussion and essays over the large ideas in the course.
	Regarding Documentation—and the Plagiarism Warning

In the preparation of assignments for this course, you are welcome to consult academic criticism or scholarly materials. For example, you might wish to consult additional background material on the larger topics of this course; or you might want to look at second​ary criticism specific to the text(s) on which you are writing. Please remember that in this course, as in every course you take at this or any university, if you are in​debted to any secondary material of any kind (whether published or un​pub​​lished), both intellectual honesty and good scholarship—as well as your duty to the larger community of students and scholars—require that you acknowledge (by footnote or by parenthetical documentation) all ideas that are not your own as well as all language (phrases or sentences) that comes from another source. 



Citing a work in a bibliography at the end of an essay is not sufficient. Please learn and use a standard form of documentation for your pri​mary source(s) as well as for all secondary materials. For on-line information about academic documentation, go to 
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/document.html.

For this course, please use MLA style (identified in that website as the MLA-system): paren​thetical documentation in the body of the essay, with a complete “Works Cited” list at the end.


Failure to acknow​ledge your debts in essays (or in any other academic circumstances) is plagiarism, which is a serious viola​tion of both university rules and scholarly ethics. Indebtedness that must be acknowledged also includes any assistance in the writing of the essay, including that of friends or relatives, or that of an essay or editorial service. Material obtained on-line must also be acknowledged. Penalties for plagiarism range from a zero on the assignment through fail​​ure in the course to suspension from the university. (For further information and details, see the “Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters” in the 2003-04 Scarborough Calendar, pp. 262-67.) 


For a detailed discussion of what constitutes plagiarism and a discussion of exceptions to what must be documented (i.e., what is called “common knowledge”), see “How Not to Plagiarize” at

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html.

For a home-page linking you to these sites and to many others that offer other valuable tips on essay writing, critical reading, and related topics, go to

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/advise.html.

At the option of the instructor, an “oral defence” or a written examination may be required as a part of any essay assignment at the time the essay is returned or shortly thereafter—without further warning. A substantial portion of the essay’s mark may be based on that defence.


Acknowledge​ment of debt is never wrong. When in doubt, document.

Office hours and contact information




Donna Bennett: H506 




416-287-7169. bennett@utsc.utoronto.ca



Office Hours: Tuesday 2-3; Thursday 4-5 p.m.; and by appointment




Russell Brown: H320




416-287-7166. rbrown@chass.utoronto.ca



Office Hours: Tuesday 12-1 p.m.; Thursday 11.15-1.00 p.m.; and by appointment





[Note: No Tuesday office hours in January.]
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