ARCTIC DREAMS: IMAGINATION AND REALITY IN THE NORTH

History 265A; Geography 296

Thursdays 3:30-6:00, A303 Old Mill Annex, Fall 2002

University of Vermont

Professor David Massell

312 Wheeler House; 656-4527 (w); 862-0231 (h); dmassell@zoo.uvm.edu

office hours: Monday and Tuesday 2-4, and by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Homeland to Indians and Inuit, a vast wilderness to explorers or ecotourists, nation-building symbol to Canadians, or strategic and commercial frontier to American Cold Warriors or capitalists, the North has long exerted a powerful influence on North American history and society. This interdisciplinary seminar explores the past 500 years of human interaction in the arctic and sub-arctic regions. Reading and discussion will include explorers’ journals, films, fiction and scholarship, and will embrace history, geography, and politics.

Participants should emerge from the course with a good grasp of the geography, history and historiography of this unique place; better able to read current events (the creation of Nunavut, the Arctic sovereignty controversy, the diamond rush, the “peace of the brave”…) in light of the region's past; and possessing sharpened speaking, reading, research and writing skills. 

Class attendance is of course mandatory, as is class participation and weekly writing assignments. If you're reluctant to speak in class, come chat with me in my office. With regard to the weekly writing assignments, I would like you to complete a minimum of 4 of the possible 9 assignments: length 3-4 pages. At least once during the seminar, you may be responsible for presenting an "additional reading" to the class. At semester's end, you will present your research to your classmates. In all, class work counts as roughly 60% of the final grade. The remaining 40% will be derived from your research paper (15-20 pages) which you will submit in stages during the latter part of the semester.

THE FOLLOWING CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE CAMPUS BOOKSTORE:

Asen Balikci, The Netsilik Eskimo. Prospect Heights, Illinois, Waveland Press, Inc., 1989 (1970).

 Flora Beardy and Robert Coutts, eds. Voices from Hudson Bay: Cree Stories from York Factory. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 1996. 

Daniel Francis and Toby Morantz, Partners in Furs: A History of the Fur Trade in Eastern James Bay, 1600-1870. Kingston : McGill-Queen's University Press,1983.

*Joseph Jockel, No boundaries upstairs : Canada, the United States, and the origins of North American air defence, 1945-1958. Vancouver : University of British Columbia Press, 1987.
David Massell, Amassing Power: J.B. Duke and the Saguenay River, 1897-1927. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2000.

Sean McCutcheon, Electric Rivers: The Story of the James Bay Project. Montreal: Black Rose Books, 1991. 

*on reserve at Bailey-Howe Library

[LIST CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE]
William Morrison, True North: The Yukon and Northwest Territories. Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1998.  




Charlene Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers: Women, Men and Community in the Klondike. Vancouver: UBC Press, 1998.  

RECOMMENDED FOR PURCHASE:

Kenn Harper, Give Me My Father's Body: The Life of Minik, The New York Eskimo. Steerforth Press, 2000.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF DISCUSSION TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS:

Aug 29:  Introductions  and  "artifacts" 

Sept 5:  Defining  North. 

READ: Morrison, True North, chapter 1; Pielou, After the Ice Age, pp. 1-15; Hamelin, Canada: A Geographic Perspective, chapter 4; Rea, The Political Economy of Northern Development, pp. 16-20; chapters 11/12, by Wallace/Usher, in McCann, ed., Heartland and Hinterland; Coates and Morrison, The Forgotten North, Introduction; Lopez, Arctic Dreams, Preface; “Watching the World Melt Away,” New York Times Magazine, Jan. 6, 2002, pp. 24ff; watch North: Landscape of the Imagination (reserved B/H), NLC, 16 mins, VIDEO 1010. 

WRITE: Summarize/synthesize the author's definitions of/perspectives on the North, 3 -4 pp.

Sept 12:  And  the  People  Came.

READ: Olive Dickason, "And the People Came," chap. 1 of Canada's First Nations: A History of Founding Peoples from Earliest Times, second edition. Toronto: Oxford, 1997; pp. 2-16; Morrison, True North, chapter 2; Balikci, The Netsilik Eskimo (the entire book); Balikci, "Reconstructing Cultures on Film" in Paul Hockings, ed. Principles of Visual Anthropology, pp. 191-200; watch People of the Seal, "Eskimo Summer" and "Eskimo Winter" (total 104 mins).

WRITE: Summarize/synthesize the readings and films, 3-4 pp.

Sept 19:  Exploration

READ: Morrison, chapters 3, 5; select, locate in the library, and read one explorer's journal (anything's fair game: land or sea, old or new). Honderich, "The Northwest Passage," chapter 4 of Arctic Imperative; Elizabeth Elliot-Meisel, "Still Unresolved after Fifty Years: The Northwest Passage in Canadian-American Relations, 1946-1998," in The American Review of Canadian Studies 29, 3 (Autumn 1999): 407-430.

Recommended: Harper, Give Me My Father's Body.
WRITE: Place one explorer's journal in the larger context of northern exploration. You may also wish to discuss the value of your source for northern history.


OR

Summarize and discuss Harper's Give Me My Father's Body. Consider: What are the lessons of this book concerning northern exploration?
Sept 26:  Fur and Blubber.
READ:  Morrison, chapter 4; Francis and Morantz, Partners in Furs; Voices from Hudson Bay.

WRITE: Summarize and synthesize Partners with Voices.

Additional reading: Comer's whaling diary.

Oct 3:  Gold  Fever

READ: Morrison, chapter 6 (also useful is Zaslow, The Opening of the Canadian North, chapter 5, "Klondike…"); Porsild, Gamblers and Dreamers.

WRITE: Summarize/evaluate Porsild's book. Consider: what is Porsild's contribution to the history of the gold rush?

Additional reading: Berton's Klondike.

Oct 10: Canadians'  North   (PAPER PROPOSALS DUE)

READ: Carl Berger, "The True North Strong and Free," and Cole Harris, "The Myth of the Land in Canadian Nationalism," in P. Russell, ed., Nationalism in Canada; Shelagh Grant, Sovereignty or Security: Government Policy in the Canadian North, 1936-1950, chapter 1, "A Historical Perspective, 1867-1930," pp. 1-21; Kenneth Coates, Canada's Colonies, "Introduction", pp. 9-14; W.L. Morton, "The 'North' in Canadian Historiography," Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, Series 4, 8 (1970): 31-40; Morrison, review pp. 6-9 (chap. 1), and read chapter 7; “Intrepid Rangers to leave for Pole,” National Post, April 9, 2002.
WRITE: Summarize/synthesize the authors' views of Canadians' North.
Task: Find and bring to class one item for "show and tell"…

Oct 17:  Americans'  North 

READ: William Morrison, "Eagle Over the Arctic: Americans in the Canadian North, 1867-1985,"  Canadian Review of American Studies (Spring 1987): 61-85; skim Morris Zaslow, The Opening of the Canadian North, chapter 8 , "Ontario and Quebec in the New Century"; and Zaslow, The Northward Expansion of Canada, chapter 3, "Forestry and Hydro Frontiers"; read critically Massell, Amassing Power. 

WRITE: Summarize/evaluate Massell's Amassing Power in light of Morrison's thesis in "Eagle." (How does the story of J.B. Duke fit or not fit? If not, what might account for the differences?)

Oct 24:  Strategic  North 

READ: Morrison, chapter 8, also pp. 164-66; Ron Purver, "The Arctic in Canadian Security Policy, 1945 to the Present," in David Dewitt and David Leyton-Brown, Canada's International Security Policy. Scarborough: Prentice-Hall, 1995, pp. 81-110; Dane Lanken, "On Alert," Canadian Geographic Nov/Dec 2000): 59-72; Joseph Jockel, No Boundaries Upstairs.

WRITE: Summarize/evaluate Jockel's book in light of the short pieces by Morrison and Purver. Consider: What is Jockel's contribution to northern history.
Oct 31:  When  Worlds  Collide

READ: Morrison, chapter 9; Zaslow, The Northward Expansion of Canada, chapter 9, "Development At Any Cost"; Sean McCutcheon, Electric Rivers; “A New Relationship between the Québec government and the Crees of Québec: ‘The Peace of the Brave’”, Government of Quebec and the Grand Council of the Crees (2002).

WRITE: Summarize the events of the James Bay Project. Be sure to place the project in the larger context of post-WW II northern history. 

Nov 7: Massell in Ottawa - no class. Work on papers!

Nov 14: Nunavut  and  Modern  Times 

READ: Morrison, chapter 10. Find a recent newspaper or magazine article about the contemporary North. Be prepared to summarize and interpret it for the class.
WATCH: Between Two Worlds, 59 minutes, by Barry Greenwald, 1990, B/H VIDEO 1773; and Starting Fire With Gunpowder, by David Poisey and William Hansen, 59 minutes, 1991, B/H VIDEO 3075 - both on reserve oct 31-nov 14.
Nov 21:  “rough” drafts due - Northern Film Festival 

BEFORE CLASS, WATCH: Rose Marie (1936), Nelson Eddy, Jeanette MacDonald on B/H reserve.

IN CLASS, COMPARE "Rose" TO: The Fast Runner (2001), on B/H reserve.

(alternative writing assignment: Compare these two films in their depiction of the North, considering such issues as the films’ styles, chosen subjects, and intended audiences. Make sure to explain what might account for the films’ differences.)
Nov 28: Thanksgiving Recess, no class.
December 12 (8 pm?): seminar presentations/papers due

December 13 (4 pm?): seminar presentations/papers due
